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The primary purpose of Boca Prep’s summer reading program is to foster each student’s
appreciation of quality literature, hopefully leading him or her to discover that reading is an
enjoyable, rewarding activity. Other benefits include the continued development of personal
vocabulary, reading comprehension skills and a broadening knowledge of various cultures and
periods of history. All of these contribute to the student’s overall ability to think critically, to write
cogently and to make valuable intellectual connections. Reading for pleasure during the
summer is a time-tested leisure activity that promotes a growing awareness of peoples and
places, self-discipline and self-esteem. Shared reading of a particular selection by a group of
friends or family members makes possible interesting conversations and an exchange of ideas.
A selection of books for each grade has been carefully put together by your child’s Teaching
Team; these titles have all been chosen by using the upcoming curriculum as a guide.
We hope that this reading experience is an enjoyable one for your child and your family, and
look forward to discussing these books with our students next fall.

Happy Reading!
IB DP Teaching Team

Subject

Required Assignment

English
SL

Write a 4-page essay discussing the differences between fiction
and nonfiction. Explore whether nonfictional books are better.
The essay must be in MLA format and must have at least 3 in-text
citations and a work cited page.

Materials

In addition, complete the questions for The Glass Castle.

The Glass Castle
by Jeannette Walls

English
HL

Use Haroun and the Sea of Stories
Write a 2 page reflective statement about the character’s
journey. Include your interpretation of the book and what the
story and characters represent.

Haroun and the Sea of Stories
by Salman Rushdie

History
HS/SL/HL

See Document “Reading Practices”

Cuba: A New History
by Richard Gott

Math Studies

See Document
“Summer Review Packet DP2 Math Studies”
Packets should be completed by the first day of school.

Math SL

See Document
“Summer Review Packet DP2 Math SL”
Packets should be completed by the first day of school.

History Guidelines for Summer Reading
Reading Practices and Review Outline
Reading secondary sources is central to this course. In order to do this well, you must consciously take
steps when reading. These guidelines are designed to offer you some suggestions for how to read
secondary sources and to outline how to write a review of the readings for each class meeting. Students
are required to write a review of Cuba: A New History.
Reading Practices
Enjoying reading is a prerequisite for being a student of history, but the reading you will do will often
not seem enjoyable. Part of this is the nature of some things you will he required to read: scholarly
writing is sometimes dense. Often, the most important works are something of a slog. Love of the
printed word is often not enough to get you through in these cases. To make your way through the
scholarly works we'll be reading this semester, keep these suggestions in mind.
1. History, even in narrative form, is an argument. At the center of every work of history is a thesis that
the author sets out in answer to a specific historical problem. Your job as It reader becomes easier when
you identify this. In books, both the problem and the thesis come in the preface or introduction, smaller
problems and sub-arguments will be noted in each chapter, usually in the introductory paragraphs. In
articles, these are also in the introductory paragraphs. As you read, focus on these sections to figure
these out.
2. Evidence is presented to support the arguments, not to tell a story. The best histories fuse narrative
and argument, but supporting the argument is always the key. As authors present evidence - the stories
- they do so to bolster the claims they make. If you remember this, you are less likely to get buried in the
detail of the evidence. (This, of course, is the nightmare of reading: 'How am I supposed to remember all
this?") You should pay attention to the evidence - especially how it was collected, how it is presented,
what is not presented, and how it might lead one to different conclusions - but do not worry about
remembering it all. (Here's a little secret: even the authors can't remember every anecdote, statistic, or
quote.) Instead, focus on what evidence is presented to defend a claim. This means you won’t need to
know the name of every person encountered, but you will need to know those that are clearly key
persons.
3. Arm yourself with a pen and notebook when you read. We often dream of taking a good scholarly
work to the beach and breezing through it as we dig our toes deeper into the sand. This approach might
work for novels, but it will not do for reading scholarly work. Reading with just a pen is to be only half
prepared, too. (How many times have you begun underlining only to realize you underlined everything
and find yourself at a loss as to why? Or, more often, wondering why you didn't underline certain
parts?) As you read, you should turn to your notebook often. Write down important quotes (like the
thesis statement), sketch out the author's key points by breaking down the structure of the essay or
book, and write down your ideas/questions about certain points. (Notice: I said "and." The notebook
should be used for all these things (and more, depending on your style.) Notebooks can also be helpful
places to jot down citations or simply note turns of phrase you find compelling.

4. Don't read every word. This is heresy of course. But heresies are sometimes (often?) true. I m not
suggesting you skim, but learn how to read quickly for the main ideas. Read the introduction/preface,
introductory paragraphs, topic sentences, transitions, and conclusions carefully. Slow down if you find
the book is not making sense (or too much sense; surely the arguments are more thought out than
that!)
5. Write down every word you don’t know. As you read, if you come across a word and you don’t know
what it means, define it. Have a section of your notebook devoted solely to new words. This is one of
the most important steps towards becoming a self-directed learner.
Writing Reviews
Armed with this knowledge of how to read like a scholar - as if there is one way - you are required to
write a brief review of the secondary works we'll be reading in class and over the summer. These
reviews are to be similar to book reviews, in that you'll be gauging the arguments, approaches, and
success of the various works, but I am looking that you take the readings as a group and analyze them in
light of each other and the field in general. Your reviews will vary , of course, but there should be some
key elements in each.
I. Introduction. Introduce the readings in a compelling way. Explain the broader question or questions
they are trying to get at without necessarily referring to each one specifically (yet). For example, if the
readings focus on how Florida politics evolved in the late twentieth century, then give this context. In
other words, a reader should be able to see how they fit together.
2. Thesis statement. While you are not establishing an argument from primary sources, you are
nevertheless making an argument about how these secondary works fit together. You should assess
what insights, approaches, ideas, or points of contention the works bring together. As in other essays,
this is the heart of the review.
3. Evidence drawn from the works. As in any essay, you need evidence to support your argument. Your
evidence should come from the works. The word limit (500 words, firm) will keep you from dealing with
any of the works in too much depth (in other words: don't try to summarize the works), but you should
be able to develop enough of a description of each one that it will make sense to the reader. Your job is
to compare the works, but not necessarily contrast them (not every work we read will disagree with the
others). How do they inform each other? How does reading them together shape our understanding?
You do not have to give each piece equal weight, but consider them relative to the claims they make. (In
other words, don't give an essay equal space as a book, unless it makes much more interesting claims.)
4. Conclusion. In a short essay, a conclusion does not need to be a full paragraph, but do your best to
develop a pithy sentence or two to sum up your assessment. Think of what questions the works leave
unanswered or what questions they might prompt. Think of what a reader should really walk away with
when done with the essay.
5. A Title. Seems funny to list this last, but write your essay first, then come up with a pithy title that
helps to encapsulate your argument.
All reading reviews must be submitted in hard copy and stapled.
More information available here:
http://clas.uiowa.edu/history/teaching-and-writing-center/guides/book-review

DP2 Math Studies
Name:
The attached assignment covers prerequisites for math studies. In other words, these are objectives
that you should have mastered IB Math Studies 1. We will be testing on these objectives the first or
second class of the year. The assignment is an opportunity for you to review and ensure that you have
mastered the prerequisites.

Linear and Simultaneous Equations

Number Sets, Measurements, and Laws of Algebra

Sequences and Series

Descriptive Statistics

Geometry

Math SL DP 2
Name: ___________________
1. This packet is to be handed in to your IB Math SL teacher on the first
day of the school year.
2. All work must be shown in the packet or on a separate paper attached
to the packet.

Number Sets, Measurements, and Laws of Algebra

Sequences and Series

Descriptive Statistics

Sets and Venn Diagrams
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1. The quadrilateral ABCD has AB = 10 cm, AD = 12 cm and CD = 7 cm.
The size of angle ABC is 100° and the size of angle ACB is 50°.

a) Find the length of AC in centimetres.
b) Find the size of angle ADC.

b2 + c 2 - a2
2bc

2. A greenhouse ABCDPQ is constructed on a rectangular concrete base ABCD and is made of
glass. Its shape is a right prism, with cross section, ABQ, an isosceles triangle. The length of
BC is 50 m, the length of AB is 10 m and the size of angle QBA is 35°.

a) Write down the size of angle AQB.
b) Calculate the length of AQ.
c) Calculate the length of AC.
d) Show that the length of CQ is 50.37 m, correct to 4 significant figures.
e) Find the size of the angle AQC.
f) Calculate the total area of the glass needed to construct
i) the two rectangular faces of the greenhouse;
ii) the two triangular faces of the greenhouse.
g) The cost of one square metre of glass used to construct the greenhouse is 4.80 USD.
Calculate the cost of glass to make the greenhouse. Give your answer correct to the
nearest 100 USD.

3. A cross-country running course consists of a beach section and a forest section. Competitors
run from

to

, then from

The running course from
back to

to
to

and from

back to

.

is along the beach, while the course from

, through

, is through the forest.

The course is shown on the following diagram.
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a) It takes Sarah minutes and
seconds to run from to at a speed of
Using ‘distance = speed time’, show that the distance from to is
correct to 3 significant figures.
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Calculate the total distance, in metres, of the cross-country running course.
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5. ABC is a triangular field on horizontal ground. The lengths of AB and AC are 70 m and 50 m
respectively. The size of angle BCA is 78°.

a) Find the size of angle

.

b) Find the area of the triangular field.

c)

is the midpoint of
Find the length of

.
.

Review Problems

The Glass Castle: Discussion Topics
(Depression, agoraphobia, bullying, racism, prejudice, abuse, welfare, charity, poverty, alcoholism,
parenting, responsibility, creativity, . . .)
1. The Wells children are by far more mature, responsible, reliable and sensible than their parents.
They protect and take care of themselves, each other, and even their parents. And yet, according to
the law they are underage, and therefore dependent on their parents. Is it time to examine children’s
rights? Should some children be granted more rights at an earlier age?
2. Throughout the book we hear Rose Mary’s complaint: “I’m a grown woman now, why can’t I
do what I want to do?” (74). At what point can adults do whatever they want, if at all?
3. When Jeannette describes Grandma Smith she remembers a woman who “had strong opinions
about the way things ought to be done – how to dress, how to talk, how to organize your time, how
to cook and keep house, how to manage your finances…” (91), and says she loved her and all of
her rules. However, Rose Mary, Grandma Smith’s daughter, felt that her mother “nagged and
badgered” and that was the reason she herself never set rules for her own kids.
To what extent are rules necessary for children’s healthy development and to what extent are they
restricting and limiting? Are some rules “age appropriate”? Do parents sometimes get so caught up
in their own rules that they forget their children will one day be adults? Are some rules freeing?
4. Mom’s big dream is to be an artist and she spends all of her time and the little money the family
has on art supplies. Whenever the family moves, her paints and canvases move too. When the
family tours Welch, a rundown city with sad people, Mom sees the bright side – she will be the
only artist around. She never gives up on her dream.
Is there a point when it is time for one to give up one’s dream? If so, what is that point?
5. On one hand Jeannette Walls describes the squalor she and her family lived in: hunger, poverty,
garbage, lack of basic necessities. On the other, she describes the rich intellectual world her parents
imparted: discussions of geology, math, literature, art. In light of the fact that three out of the four Walls
children became successful, productive members of society, what do you think is more important to
children’s development: comfortable living conditions or an enriching intellectual environment?

(Can be compared to The Color of Water by James McBride)
6. Everyone on Little Hobart Street in Welch is poor, and “everyone grudgingly accepted some form
of public aid.” The Walls, however, refused any kind of help, although they were the poorest family
on the street. Jeannette says, “Mom and Dad never applied for welfare or food stamps, and they
always refused charity” (159). Why did the parents refuse any help? Should they have taken food
stamps at least? Is it more important to have pride or have food? Did the refusal of food stamps and
charity contribute to the children’s ultimate independence and self motivation?
7. Mom says that welfare “would cause irreparable psychological damage” to the kids. “Once you go on
welfare, it changes you. Even if you get off welfare, you never escape the stigma that you were a charity
case. You’re scarred for life” (188). What does Mom mean when she says, “you’re scarred for life”?

